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Adopt-a-School News Update (Fall/Winter, 2008-09)

Since our last update to you in July plenty of great things have happened.

Pen Pal Letter Writing Program: A program designed to link Canadian and Kenyan school students
through their exchange of cultural information.

* Over 100 local students have already written to their peers in Kenya during this first school term.
These letters represent grades 5 to 8.

* Students attending Lee Academy and Viscount Montgomery School received return letters from their
Pen Pals in Kenya just before the Christmas Break.

* The letters from both sets of students are very informative. Students are sharing their likes and dislikes
about various topics, their family structure and what is happening at their schools. As one student
from Viscount stated very excitedly the other day, “My Pen Pal likes Science, just like me!”

Even the teachers are exchanging letters.

* From all accounts, the students are very excited to be handwriting and actually receiving “real” letters
not computer generated impersonal pages or text messages.

* Dr. Spence, Director of the HWDSB, saw immediately the connection with our Pen Pal Program and the
Board’s literacy focus and global citizenship education.

* Other HWDSB classrooms have expressed a desire to start this program in January '09.

Pencil Pockets: A pencil holder that resembles a single finger from a glove that is worn around a child’s
neck. John Kariuki, Head teacher from Madaraka Primary School in Kenya, stated in an email... “We love
them... send more.”

* Lee Academy, Lynden ON has sent 36 pencil pockets to Madaraka recently. They have designed their
own method of manufacturing these handy items. At some point this year they intend to send Madaraka
students the necessary materials and instructions to duplicate their model. | am sure at another point in
time; students from Madaraka will return the favour. What an exchange of talent!

Sanitation: 2008 deemed the International Year of Sanitation (IYS)

a) There is a growing community that sees — by providing at least basic sanitation... improves the
education environment... which assists in breaking the cycle of poverty in developing countries.
The IYS confirmed that Connecting Countries Adopt-a-School has been on the right track from
the very start.

b) During May 2008, Connecting Countries Adopt-a-School acquired a building partner- FTC Canada
headquartered in Guelph, ON. Along with their affiliation with Feed the Children, Kenya they:
offered recommendations, supervised and reported in detail the building of 21 additional pit
latrines in our adopted Kenyan schools... Madaraka, Kirima Ngai and Kirima Primary Schools in
Ol Joro Orok, Central Kenya, (see the attached photo). Our total to date is 48 sanitation latrines!

c) The latrine building involved the local community: parents, school representatives and local
contractors. This group has been involved during each construction step. These new latrines
meet specific requirements: non-polluting, structurally sound for long “shelf-life”, and user/girl-
friendly. “Each grade takes care of (cleans) their toilets... instils discipline and creates pride and
ownership”, states John Kariuki from Madaraka Primary School.



Please note in the photo the % wall called a blinder. It is to
add extra privacy and enhance dignity, especially for the
girls. A recent article cited that 50% of girls (in developing
countries) drop out of school due to latrine privacy issues.

Note: We are ready to continue our building program in
other very needy schools. FTC Kenya is creating a short list
of schools. Of course the extent of any new construction will
be determined by available funds.

Fundraising:
a) FTC, Canada will continue to receipt any financial donations on our behalf. Donors simply need to
inform us that a receipt is requested and forward their full mailing information to our office at:

51 Paisley Ave. North, Hamilton ON. L8S 4G7 or info@connectingcountries.net
b) Some local schools have already begun their fundraising campaigns using a variety of strategies to
raise money to support our Building Program’s efforts. Glen Brae Middle School and Glen Echo School
celebrated their 4™ Annual Walk/Run-a-thon in October. Almost 500 students took part this year.
Viscount Montgomery has a series of events planned over the course of this school year. Just before the
Christmas Break, Santa paid the school a visit and students had their photo taken with the jolly old elf.
Also they are having “tea towels” printed displaying hand drawn faces of the students from various
classes. Lee Academy has just completed a “Fun Night” which included movies, food and games.
) In 2009 Adopt-a-School will take advantage of invitations from other community organizations and
various service clubs to present our story and perhaps generate additional support and assistance.

Website: Craig Fairley from Imagine Creative Communications is currently donating his time and talents
to better our site. He is almost finished the redesigning. From what has been seen to this point, it is
fantastic! Using www.connectingcountries.net still will take you to our original site, but by the end of
January the redesigned model will be online.

Carissa Borowitz: This former student of mine is one of two founding members of our organization. See
our website for the full story. Carissa has such a passion to assist those in need that this past summer
she spent 10 days in Ecuador renovating a school and experiencing as she calls it, “the other side”. In her
words, “It changed my life”. This type of education will benefit her as she remains a student ambassador
and presenter for Connecting Countries Adopt-a-School.

Volunteers: Our organization is looking for interested passionate individuals who have a few hours a
month to spare or some expertise to share to become involved in assisting us in the following areas:
fundraising ideas, newsletter and brochure development and promotion and media.

Please contact our office through info@connectingcountries.net

Connecting Countries Adopt-a-School wishes you and your loved ones a Merry Christmas and a Happy
New Year.

On behalf of the children,

John P. Smith

Board of Directors,

Connecting Countries Adopt-a-School
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