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Adopt-a-School News Update (Spring/Summer, 2008)

We would like to keep you informed as to what has been happening. If you missed our
AGM —“Year in Review”, this newsletter will offer you an overview of some of this year’s highlights.

Pen Pal Letter Writing Program: This program was designed to link Canadian and Kenyan school
students through their exchange of cultural information.
To date... * many personal relationships have been initiated between Canadian and Kenyan students,
* 271 letters were written by students from 4 local Southern Ontario schools — Ryerson
Elementary School; Burlington, Central Elementary School, Burlington; Lee Academy,
Lynden; Viscount Montgomery Elementary School, Hamilton,
* 204 return letters were written by Kenyan students,
* mail delivery to/from Kenya takes 10-14 days,
* to mail 135 letters from Ontario to Kenya costs $12.40 (Canada Post),
* to mail about 74 letters 500g-1kg letters from Kenya (about 500g-1kg) costs
approx. $25 CAD,
* standardized letter writing procedures are being followed by both Kenyan and Canadian
students,
* other schools in Southern Ontario and in Kenya have expressed interest in becoming
involved in this worthwhile program.

Pencil Pockets: Within this last school year, over 300 Pencil Pockets were manufactured by students
from 3 local Southern Ontario schools: Viscount Montgomery School, Hamilton; Ryerson Public School,
Burlington; and Lee Academy, Lynden. A Pencil Pocket is a pencil holder that is worn around a child’s
neck. It resembles a single finger from a glove. This simple device is used largely by Kenyan students in
the junior and younger grades to ensure their treasured pencils are kept safe. John Kariuki, Head teacher
from Madaraka Primary School in Kenya, stated in a recent email... “We love them... send more.”

Sanitation: a) The United Nations in Nov, 2007 deemed 2008 as “The International Year of Sanitation”
for developing countries. This global notice confirmed that Connecting Countries Adopt-a-School is on
the right track. We have been focussed on building latrines in Kenyan schools from the very start. We
will continue to focus our attention to improve the sanitation conditions at our adopted schools in
Kenya.

b) As of May 2008, Connecting Countries Adopt-a-School has a building partner- FTC Canada
headquartered in Guelph, ON. Along with their affiliation with Feed the Children, Kenya they have
agreed to: inspect, offer recommendations and build on our behalf sanitation pit latrines in Kenyan
schools. Construction is set to start at our original three adopted schools... Madaraka, Kirima Ngai and
Kirima Primary Schools in Ol Joro Orok, Central Kenya. Once these schools have been serviced, other
needy neighbouring schools will be assessed by Feed the Children, Kenya and more latrine construction
will take place. Of course the extent of any new construction will be determined by available funds.



Fundraising: a) FTC, Canada will receipt any financial donations on our behalf. Donors simply need to
inform us that a receipt is requested and forward their full mailing information to our office at:
51 Paisley Ave. North, Hamilton ON. L8S 4G7 or info@connectingcountries.net

b) Local schools have used a variety of strategies to raise funds to support our
organization’s efforts. Viscount Montgomery, Lee Academy, Janet Lee, Glen Echo and Glen Brae have
been quite creative since April of 2007. Ideas have included: a silent auction of art work created by
students, staff and the school’s parents; a celebrity/staff basketball game; a walk/run-a-thon; and a
climb-a-thon (using a set of stairs along the Hamilton escarpment)... just to name a few.

C) One of our goals for this next school year is to take advantage of invitations from
community organizations and service clubs to assist with our fundraising efforts.

Please do not hesitate to contact us at info@connectingcountries.net. Also surf our improving website
at www.connectingcountries.net .... (Craig Fairley from Imagine Creative Communications is currently
donating his time and talents to better our site). The next newsletter is scheduled for this Fall/Winter.

Volunteers: Our organization is looking for interested individuals who have a few hours a month to
spare or some expertise to share to become involved in assisting us in the following areas: fundraising,
newsletter and brochure development and Pen Pal letter writing tracking and coordination. Please
contact our office through info@connectingcountries.net

Thank you to all of you who assisted Connecting Countries Adopt-a-School this year. This coming year
holds great things for our organization and the school children we are dedicated to assist.

Sincerely,

The Board of Directors,
Connecting Countries Adopt-a-School
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