
 

Adopt-a-School News Update (Spring/Summer, 2009) 

Registration: After almost 2 years of filling in applications, emailing and faxing documentation to both 
Toronto and Ottawa, Connecting Countries Adopt-a-School is proud to announce that we are now a 
Registered Canadian Charitable Foundation. For our Partners, this means we have met all the 
requirements as set down by the Government of Canada.  For our Donors this means our credibility and 
accountability have been verified and they can feel very comfortable working with us. Additionally, 
Connecting Countries Adopt-a-School can now issue our donors a tax receipt for their generous gifts. 
 
Building Partners: Our organization partners with local schools/classrooms and FTC Canada to “build” in 
two ways.  

a) The first form of construction is the development of personal relationships through our 
successful Pen Pal Letter Writing System. This school year has seen hundreds of letters 
exchanged between our local students and students attending our “adopted” schools in Kenya. 
When pairing students we ensure that gender, age and grade match as closely as possible. In 
some classrooms, even the teachers have written to each other, sharing family stories and 
school timetables - professional development at its best. We would like to welcome 3 new 
classes to our “Building” team. These grade 5 classes from Bennetto School, Hamilton and Lee 
Academy, Lynden are our newest excited letter writers. In addition, we also welcome the “Out 
Reach” Sunday School Class under the direction of Rev. McMillan. They too have decided to 
create a personal link with students on the other side of the world.  

Global Citizenship Education has no boundaries.  
b) The second “building” format is our Building Projects. Connecting Countries Adopt-a-School has 

always been proactive in our quest to enhance the education environment of our “adopted” 
primary schools in Kenya through improving school facilities, including the improvement of the 
sanitation conditions. The UN deemed 2008 as the International Year of Sanitation (IYS). To date 
our “Building Partners” have made it possible to build 48 sanitation latrines and some new 
urinals serving the needs of over 1500 primary school children in the Ol Joro Orok division of 
Central Kenya.  
The Head teachers at Madaraka and Kirima P.S. both have seen improvements in the academic 
scores of their students and credit our latrine building project, “... for being part of this successΦέ 
 

Appreciation: As a thoughtful token of their appreciation for the hard work done by our “Building 
Partners”, the staff and students from our “adopted” schools sent our local “building partners” 
Certificates of Appreciation and displayed Recognition signage on the actual latrines. These will be 
posted on our website, www.connectingcountries.net. 
 
2009 Latrine Building: Feed the Children (FTC) Kenya, our affiliate building partner, assessed other 
needy primary schools in and around the Ol Joro Orok area. Our Board of Directors have decided to 
initiate Latrine Building “Phase 2” by improving the sanitation conditions at Jacaranda Primary School.  
I visited Jacaranda during May 2007, and the included photos illustrate this school’s present sanitation 
conditions. 

http://www.connectingcountries.net/


                                    
The speed and extent of our building projects is always governed by available funds. 

 
άwƻŀŘнIƻǇŜέ wƻŀŘ wŀŎŜ Fundraising: Connecting Countries Adopt-a-School has accepted a unique 
opportunity with the Road2Hope Road Race. Not only will we support the 3rd annual event, but our race 

pledges will assist us to continue our beneficial work in Kenya.   

 
You can help in two ways...  

a) register for one of the many run or walk events (1km up to Marathon), then gather pledges to 
push you through to the finish line while at the same time supporting our work in Kenya.  

or 
b) assist in gathering pledges for me. I plan to run the 1/2 Marathon this year! My personal goal is 

to raise $1000 worth of pledges. Our organization's goal is to raise $10,000, (approximately 
$2200 builds 3 sanitation latrines at one of our adopted schools).  

  
In order for race pledges to be directed to Connecting Countries Adopt-a-School, the Registration and 
Pledge forms must display the Connecting Countries Adopt-a-School logo and be forwarded to our 
office.  Attached are the official forms that must be used, make as many copies as you like. Registration 
form(s) and fee(s) are due at our office before October 15, 2009 and Pledge form(s) and pledges by 
October 28, 2009. Our address and phone number are on the Registration and Pledge forms. 

All race pledges over $20 are eligible for a tax receipt. 
Volunteers: Our requests for volunteers in the last few newsletters have paid dividends. We have been 
blessed with the addition of two experienced and skilled volunteers: Colleen Stinson and Janine 
Stonehouse. Colleen has extensive experience and expertise in promotion and marketing. Janine has the 
technological skill to update our newly designed website on a regular basis. A big thank you must be 
extended to Craig Fairley who owns... imagine creative communications inc. www.imaginecreative.com. 
His efforts resulted in our newly designed site. If you have an hour or two in your monthly schedule, 
please contact our office. There is always room for another set of helping hands.  
 
Just completed: 
May 21, 2009 Social Justice Fair, Hamilton Wentworth District School Board 
June 24, 2009 “Year in ReviewέΣ оrd Annual General Meeting 
Our involvement Calendar: 
Summer 2009 Latrine Building at Jacaranda Primary School, Kenya 
Oct 31/Nov 1, 2009 Road2Hope Road Race, Hamilton 
 
On behalf of the children, 
 
John P. Smith 
Board of Directors,  
Connecting Countries Adopt-a-School 
905-529-9799       info@connectingcountries.net         www.connectingcountries.net  
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